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hat if “social impact” was a fully investable,

mainstream asset class for institutional

investors—packaged and positioned more

easily than it has long been? How would that
also help the mission-driven lenders and borrowers secking to
make a difference?

Those are questions that Momentus Securities, a registered
broker-dealer and FINRA member, is helping to answer.
Launched in 2023, Momentus Securities is a rarity: an
investment bank with a social purpose.

“Our goal is to help the smaller mission-driven lenders
who have historically been underserved by the larger Wall
Street banks,” said Jaime Aldama, the President of Momentus
Securities, who joined this effort after more than two decades
with some of the most recognizable investment banks and
financial services firms.

“Those banks tend to focus more on larger investment
opportunities than what the smaller mission-driven lenders
work with,” Aldama added. “Momentus Securities bridges
the gap between capital markets and mission-driven lenders,
attracting the kind of capital that has not been able to be
deployed in this ecosystem.”

The key is to remove the logjam that mission-driven lenders
and organizations often run into. These lenders want to support
more small businesses and community development efforts. Yet
they can’t scale up unless they have more liquidity. And they
can’t get more liquidity unless they move deals off their balance
sheets.

The problem: Mission-driven lenders simply aren’t able to
do this at a scale that is attractive to investors.

These are familiar concerns, and the opportunities that can
come by solving them greatly excite the team at Momentus
Securities, many of whom left roles with other financial services
companies in order to work on this project.

Momentus Securities is part of the Momentus Capital
branded family of organizations — which includes two
national, nonprofit mission-driven lenders. Momentus Capital
is not only committed in its own work to building inclusive
and equitable communities, but also wants to help other similar
organizations that are doing the same.

“We leverage our institutional knowledge and industry
experience to financially uplift underserved communities,” said
Mikiyon Alexander, Head of Coverage at Momentus Securities.

Here are some of the many ways Momentus Securities is
doing that:

Momentus Securities is creating warehousing lines within
five key themed arecas — affordable housing, healthcare,
education, small businesses, and food. It aggregates portfolios
of loans made by all lenders focused on these issues throughout
the United States, including mission-driven lenders. This goes
well beyond the niche portfolios of “green bonds” and “social
bonds” that are out there but haven’t significantly helped
mission-driven lenders.

In one recent example, Momentus Securities engaged with
a mission-driven lender that wanted to sell their loan portfolio
to recycle their capital, but had not yet been able to do so.
Momentus Securities not only helped this client — but also
got them a better price than would otherwise be expected in
traditional routes.

Momentus Securities is also helping its clients raise debt
capital via bond and note issuances, private placements, and
structured credit transactions. In addition, it provides public
and private placement services for municipal issuers, public
agencies, private developers, nonprofit organizations, and other
mission-driven borrowers.

One of the key tools is to help mission-driven lenders get
rated by the major rating agencies, which is essential if they are
to seek funding from the capital markets. For many smaller
lenders, however, this process can be expensive, complicated
and time-consuming. Acting as an intermediary, Momentus
Securities removes the burden from these lenders’ shoulders.

“I'worked for 17 years for two rating agencies and developed
a rating path for mission-driven organizations,” Mr. Alexander
added. “Helping them access the market directly helps with
rating hurdles.”

Momentus Securities is clearly disrupting traditional
practices — and is at the forefront of shaping a more inclusive
and equitable financial future. Fs
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Recognized as the one of Top 10 Broker Dealers in 2024,
this company has made a significant impact in the marketplace

Financial Services Review Award Criteria:

1) Subscribers nominate companies they believe are at the forefront of tackling pressing problems
in the Financial Services Review space and who they can recommend to their peers.

2) The FSR market research team actively keeps track of all the companies indulging in innovative technologies
through several sources (market reports, white papers, case studies, surveys with potential buyers, news, etc).
They also examine subscribers’ nominations and add other qualified companies.

3) The FSR Advisory Board (comprised of industry leaders such as Heads of Financial Services Review, Senior
Directors, etc) and Editorial Board, re-evaluate this list further and decide on the Top 10 list based on their
own parameters and criteria.
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